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Highmark reimbursement plan 
hardly a solution for physicians 

 

(HARRISBURG, PA – May 13, 2016)  Highmark's recently announced, $5.5 million reimbursement plan for 

primary care physicians to improve diagnostic documentation is a slap in the face after the mega-

insurer's plan to cut physician payment by 4.5 percent because of losses under the health care law. 

 

While Highmark estimates it lost $500 million last year from plans purchased on the Affordable Care Act 

marketplace, the insurer is awash in billions in cash, reserves, and surplus. Moreover, the 

reimbursement that Highmark is touting will make busy practices even busier – taking important time 

away from patient care - as they seek to recoup a percentage of what the insurer has already cut from 

doctors' salaries. 

 

"Once again, Highmark has proven that it's tone deaf to the concerns of physicians," said Pennsylvania 

Academy of Family Physicians President Robert Rodak, DO. "This insulting 'solution' to physician 

compensation is an attempt to misdirect from Highmark's past mistakes, and the PAFP stands with the 

Pennsylvania Medical Society and other physician organizations in calling for a restoration of physician 

cuts since April 1." 

 

The Pennsylvania Academy of Family Physicians and its Foundation supports its members (including 

nearly 80 percent of Pennsylvania family physicians) through advocacy and education to ensure a 

patient-centered medical home for every Pennsylvanian. The Academy and its Foundation are the 

leading influential resource among family physicians and physicians in training in Pennsylvania; the 

primary voice on health care issues with state legislative and administrative branches of government, 

media and professional health organizations; and the leader on health care issues in the community. 
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